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To Whom it May Concern:  

The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

(Health Department) appreciates the opportunity to provide 

comments in response to the U.S. Department of Education 

(DOE) Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) 

proposed Mental Health Service Professional Demonstration 

Grant Program rule, published on July 17, 2025. The Health 

Department supports the DOE’s commitment to address the 

mental health needs among children and youth and create 

opportunities to increase the mental health workforce in schools. 

While we support the priority to increase the number of school 

psychologists in high-need local educational agencies (LEAs) 

available to provide mental health services to students, we 

recommend widening the scope of the grant to include other 

mental health professionals and revising program requirements.  

Focus on School Psychologists  

Priority 1: Enhance State education agency (SEA) efforts to 

address shortages of school psychologists in high-need LEAs. To 

meet this priority, an SEA applicant must propose a project 

designed to train and place school psychology graduate 

candidates into high-need LEAs for the purpose of fulfilling 

requirements necessary to complete a degree and obtain a 

license or certification as a credentialed school psychologist.  

Priority 2: Expand the capacity of high-need LEAs to address 

shortages of school psychologists. To meet this priority, the 

applicant must propose a project designed to train and place 

school psychology graduate candidates into high-need LEAs for 

the purpose of fulfilling requirements necessary to complete a 

degree and obtain a license or certification as a credentialed 

school psychologist.  
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OESE solicits comments on modifying the proposed priorities for the School-Based 

Mental Health Services Grant Program to narrow the focus to specifically school 

psychologists. While ED-2025-OESE-0153 appropriately emphasizes the critical 

shortage of school psychologists, the proposed rule should also include 1) other school-

based providers such as credentialed school social workers and school counselors, and 

2) community-based credentialed mental health professionals who provide treatment 

services to students. Effective school-based mental health services often require a team 

of professionals. School psychologists, school social workers and school counselors 

often serve as the first point of contact for students experiencing anxiety, trauma, or 

family instability, especially in high-need districts where school psychologists are 

stretched thin or unavailable.1 However, credentialed school-based staff, including 

Certified School Psychologists, are not licensed to provide the type of treatment services 

described in the definition of Intensive Mental Health Services. In New York State, these 

treatment services are typically provided by licensed mental health providers working in 

non-school settings such as state licensed mental health clinics.  These providers may 

establish school-based mental health clinics that offer the individual, group, and family 

therapy services described in the definition of Intensive Mental Health Services. 

Therefore, school staff collaboration with non-school staff is necessary to achieve the 

priority of providing Intensive Mental Health Services. Each state licenses and 

credentials school-based and mental health staff differently. To allow high-need SEAs 

and LEAs to effectively use this grant for its intended purpose, we strongly urge 

including a broader array of staff eligible for the implementation to include other 

school-based mental health staff (e.g. school social workers and school 

counselors) and non-school licensed treatment provider staff (e.g. school-based 

mental health clinics). This flexibility will allow grant recipients to most optimally support 

the student mental health needs in their schools.  

Emphasis on Early Intervention and Intensive Mental Health Services  

Priority 3: Increase the number of credentialed school psychologists available to deliver 

early intervention mental health services and intensive mental health services in high-

need LEAs.  

To meet this priority, applicants must propose to increase the number of credentialed 

school psychologists available to engage in: (a) Providing intensive mental health 

services and supports to individual students most in need of those services, (b) Providing  

early intervention mental health services to address acute concerns and determine if 

intensive mental health services are needed.  

The high-need LEA eligibility criteria are defined as including high rates of substance 

use. However, the early intervention and intensive mental health services highlighted in 

Priority 3 do not include addressing substance use/substance misuse. We recommend 

expanding Priority 3 to be inclusive of services addressing substance 

use/substance misuse.  
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