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Dear Secretary Kennedy: 
 
The NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) appreciates 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) decision to solicit 
public input through a formal Request for Information (RFI) prior to proposing 
or finalizing major regulatory changes. In an era when trust in public 
institutions is vital to our collective well-being, offering an opportunity for 
public comment underscores a commitment to transparency, accountability, and 
evidence-based governance. With this in mind, we urge HHS and its subsidiary 
agencies to continue using a formal notice and comment process. The use of 
public notice and comment processes is an essential mechanism to ensure that 
policy is grounded in real-world expertise and community needs. RFIs can be 
helpful in soliciting stakeholder input but are not always an appropriate 
substitute. 
 
We understand that the federal administration has made regulatory reform a key 
priority. As a public health agency responsible for the health and safety of over 
8 million New Yorkers and many more who come to New York City to work 
and visit, we respect the goal of streamlining regulations and reducing 
unnecessary burdens. However, we encourage HHS to employ a cautious, 
thoughtful, and evidence-based approach that properly incorporates input. 
Deregulation must not come at a cost to the people we serve. Public health 
protections – often hard-won over decades – require robust, evidence-based 
analysis before any reconsideration. We urge HHS to weigh all reforms against 
their potential to widen disparities or place the public at risk. 
 
Federal regulations have long played a crucial role in safeguarding Americans. 
For example, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) infection 
control standards in long-term care facilities have significantly reduced 
hospital-acquired infections and protected older adults. Similarly, the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) drinking water standards pursuant to 
the Safe Drinking Water Act have prevented outbreaks of waterborne illness, 
protected children from lead exposure, and ensured that millions of Americans 
– especially those in low-income and rural communities – have access to safe 
and clean water. These agency rules contribute directly to the public’s ability to 
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