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WHAT CONTRACTORS SHOULD DO. . .

VISIT US:  nyc.gov/ buildings              CONTACT US:  nyc.gov/ dobhelp

- Follow the manufac turer's instruc tions c onc erning the 
insta lla tion, sand ing, c utting , hand ling , and  d isposa l of 
insula tion.

- Use sand ing and  c utting  mac hines with vac uum 
a ttac hments.

- Continua lly vac uum the sc a ffold  and  work a rea  
during  sand ing and  c utting  opera tions.  

- Immed ia tely vac uum any insula tion waste debris tha t 
appears on the sidewa lk or other a reas ac c essib le to 
the pub lic .

- Provide p roper c onta iners for the d isposa l of insula tion 
waste debris.

- To the extent p rac tic a l, enc lose the sc a ffold  or work 
a rea  with ta rps or simila r tight enc losures to c onta in 
insula tion waste debris.

- When unwrapp ing insula tion panels, immed ia tely 
vac uum up  any debris, and  take c a re to d ispose of 
wrapp ing in a  way tha t minimizes the sp read  of debris.

- Vac uum the edges of panels tha t have been c ut or 
shaped  but not insta lled  before storing  them for future 
insta lla tion.

- At the end  of the shift, perform a  thorough inspec tion 
of the job  site, inc lud ing sc a ffolds, nets, tops of 
sidewa lk sheds, ba lc onies, and  setbac ks, as well as 
surround ing sidewa lks and  streets. Vac uum insula tion 
debris tha t is found  until c lean. 

Contrac tors who insta ll exterior insula tion, inc lud ing but 
not limited  to Styrofoam insula tion panels and  exterior 
insula tion and  finish systems (EIFS), must take steps to 
mitiga te the genera tion of waste debris and  must remove 
any waste debris p roduc ed .

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW. . .
Contrac tors are obligated by Sec tion 3303 of the New York City Build ing Code to 
engage in proper housekeeping and mainta in a c lean site. Failure to properly 
mitigate and remove waste debris generated from the insta llation of exterior 
insulation c reates a public  nuisanc e, generates a slipping hazard, and c an c log 
storm drains and pollute waterways. Violations of the Code c an result in fines and 
enforc ement ac tions.
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